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Insuln was to be ruled by the favourite grandson of the Kmprrss, Prince Conatantlnc.
Outwardly thus partition seemed to offer n fair share tit Austria. Hut it was soon clear that the grasping genius of Muscovy would tmnsform thcnoiniuaHy ivwU'.pciuU'iiikiiH;(U»ms*trC!i«»sliuUinnplis and Roumania into feudatories and bar to Austria the way to the Lower Danube, the Ae^r-in, and the Lower Adriatic. Not yet were the lessons of the first partition of Poland forgotten at Vicuna.1 Then, too, the AuNlro-Russian compact had hut slightly advanced the interests of Joseph II in Omnany. Catharine had done little to further hi.n pet scheme of thr lld^ic-ltnvnrinn Kxchantfc; and, apart from feminine fumin^.H, she had not arrl-ounly counlei'i'ictcd the formation of the Li-a^ur of (ii-i'man Princes whereby Frederick the (m:al had thwarted thai almost revolutionary proposal (i7^5). Probably ihisai'counN fnr the reluctance of Joseph lu tfive rein to lUc smutuvurd impulses of the Cxfirirm in that year. At its close Sir Robert Murray Keith, llrlliah Ambjwwlnr at Viuimn, rrpnrU'il Vliul Ihc C'/iiriiui's Un»r to Kherson WHH postponed, and four days litter he recorded a remarkable cunvcrsmiun In Die course of which the Kmperor revealed his dislike of the dangerous .schemes then mooted for the partition of the Turkish Empire. " I can tell you for certain," he said, " qtte si jntttnis fans fas fix/nins st n>iti/>fnf aivt i'liinfiirt Qt/owttH, Krnncc is firmly determined to strike a bold stroke by making herself mislresH of Kyyp1- This I know with crrlahuy from more. (juarlerM than one; and M. Toll himself (old me at Paris that he had travelled thvou^li ;dl Ktfypt hy ordt-r uf his Cunrt to explore that ouiuLry in a military li^ht and in lay down a plan for llu* coiu|\u:si of it."a
In these words we have probably tht: reason for thr (Inferring of tho Russian .ithriiuvs ii^ain.it Turkey. They arr aHu nolr« worthy, aH they must have tended In deepen Ihe di->liutt which Pitt and Cnnnnrthcn (Hi for l-Vancr. Ibr tliief Miniilrr, Vcrgenne.s, figured an the protector of Turkey a^dii-a Kimia, rccnlling thereby the policy of I,oui« XV'« m'nn, which in i;jy availed to tear awny from Aiwtrln the cont|iic<Htt of Prince ICugfcnfi and restore them to the Sublime Porte. Hut under this show of championship there sceinn to have lain nu nttcrnntiva ()olicy, that of furthering the partition of Turkey, provided ihut
1 See Sorel, '* J.n Qiioation tVOricni," jui ftxf$.
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